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Alaska’s Race for the Senate
Does Sen. Murkowski s write-in candidacy help or hurt Republicans?

By Roger Maynard

Our instinctive response to
Senator Lisa Murkowski’s
choice to run against Joe
Miller and Scott McAdams as
a write-in candidate for the
U.S. Senate seat she now
holds, was to wring our hands
and ask, “What is she doing?
She’s splitting the conserva-
tive vote. The Democrat could
win.” But in politics things are
not always what they appear
on the surface.

In the primary election Re-
publican voters chose Joe
Miller, the underdog Republi-
can candidate backed by
Sarah Palin and the Tea Party

movement. Miller ran an ag-
gressive campaign, including
some negative tactics — ac-
cusing Murkowski of being
too liberal on abortion, too
soft on climate change, and
too compromising on Presi-
dent Obama’s national health
care plan. Miller’s victory
toppled a strong candidate
who was generally favored by
Alaskans, and whose seat was
rated by some as the most se-
cure in the U.S. Senate.
Background: Ted
Stevens’ Legacy
Alaskans are still stinging
from U.S. Senator Ted Ste-
vens’ loss to Mark Begich

just two years ago after a
fraudulent prosecution for
corruption, a strongly nega-
tive campaign by Vic Vick-
ers (a challenger imported
from Florida) and other dirty
tricks. Begich’s election gave
the Democrats their veto-
proof super majority in the
Senate for most of the past
two years, leaving Alaskans
with a junior senator who has
little or no power to stand up
for our state’s resource-based
economy against an aggres-
sive anti-development ad-
ministration.

In a normal election sce-
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Haines Candidates Forum Online
Candidates for local office can show their best side

by Roger Maynard

The Haines Candidates
Forum provides a free web
page to each candidate for
public office in Haines.

The daily activity graph at
right shows that people are
checking the site daily for
changes.

Participating
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have a full page including pajgn signs, and whatever can accept comments and

their photo, candidate state- g|se

seems appropriate.
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Letters to the Editor

REMEMBER TO VOTE

I remember, about a year
ago, there were mutterings
amongst the community over
the Haines Borough Assem-
bly’s inability to listen to and
represent the people of
Haines. | remember chasten-
ing the good people of
Haines that if they do not get
involved and vote in the elec-
tions, they have no right to
complain about the resulting
Assembly’s job performance.

Now’s our chance for
change! Our local election is
near. We have some exciting
people running for the As-
sembly this year that can give
this community new life.

I refer to Karen Hess and
Linda Geise. Both of these
dynamic ladies are common
sense  conservatives;  just
what we need to shake things
up in our stagnant Borough
government. Both have prior
experience in our local gov-
ernment; they can hit the
ground running. Both under-
stand the needs of our small
businesses, and know just
what the Borough can do to
help them provide jobs and
boost our economy.

We each have the responsi-
bility to exercise our civic
duty as Americans; to take a
few minutes out of our day,
Tuesday October 5". Get up,
go out and VOTE!

Vote for Linda Geise for
Seat B. Vote (write-in) for
Karen Hess for Seat E. | most
certainly will; with pride.

Sincerely,
Ady Milos

TEA PARTY- PARADE OF
FooLs

When are you going to
wake up? Sarah Palin is play-
ing you like a fiddle. Check
her real record; she is a quit-
ter / user from the word go.
Has it occurred to you that
she is getting rich at your
expense? Do you really think
she believes the garbage she
slings to you?

Once she won second place
in the 1984 Miss Alaska
pagent, she realized she is
cute and has used that to
sucker people to get where
she is. Look past the glitz and
there is not much there.

It’s interesting that last
Tuesday CNN realized she is
helping elect Democrats. Do-
ing this by electing weak Re-
publicans in primaries.

Over the past year this
writer has met and talked
with many that have known
Sarah Palin most of her life.
Seems the people you would
expect to be closest like her
the least. They have realized
they have been used also.

She most likely will self
destruct before the presiden-
tial election. The question is
how many good elected offi-
cials will be destroyed by her
by then? We real Republi-
cans should get the word out
about her before to many
more people are destroyed by
her.

Bill Kurz

CANDIDATES FORUM

We welcome letters to the editor and opinions. Letters should be
typed or neatly handwritten and not exceed 150 words. Letters
must be respectful and should not be libelous or slanderous. The
Haines Alaska News reserves the right to edit submissions for
length, clarity, and grammar. Send letters via email to edi-
tor@hainesnews.net or mailed to Editor: Haines Alaska News,
Alaska Alliance for Commerce, PO Box 748, Haines, AK 99827

(Continued from page 1)

questions and link their web
page to their Facebook ac-
count or other website.

Check it out at http:/
hainescandidates.word
press.com, or just click on
the links in the top left col-
umn at http://hainesnews.
net.
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(Continued from page 1)

nario (is there such a
thing?) Alaskans tend to
elect Republican candi-
dates. Without the dirty
politics  it’s  extremely
unlikely  that  Alaskans
would have replaced Ste-
vens with a Democrat.

The point is that Stevens
had a choice. Seeing the
hand writing on the wall, he
could have told the Repub-
licans “It looks like circum-
stances are stacked against
me. Right or wrong, it’s
time for me to retire. For
the sake of the party, put a
strong Republican candi-
date into the race for my
seat.”

But Stevens was used to
having things his way — he
was not a quitter. He fought
bravely right up to the bit-
ter end — and lost, giving
liberal Democrats a major
victory in the Senate.

If we can be allowed a
single criticism of Stevens,
it is that after 40 years of
scoring touchdowns for
Alaska and in the face of
overwhelming opposition,
he chose to run the ball
himself instead of passing
it, and fumbled.

So it’s no wonder Alas-
kans are jumpy about losing
their remaining Senatorial
seat to a junior Democrat —
and in the case of
McAdams, a politically in-
experienced one. Given the
present political climate, it’s
hard to envision Alaska be-
ing represented by two jun-
ior Democrat U.S. Senators.

Murkowski’s Decision:

What the Polls Say

(Left to right) Senator Lisa Murkowski, Joe Miller, and Sc

ott McAdams.

On March 19" Rasmus-
sen Reports published a
poll showing that in a race
between Joe Miller and
Scott McAdams, Miller
would get 50% of the vote
compared to McAdams’
44% — a 6-point lead. The
poll also shows that 48% of
voters considered Miller to
be extreme in his views,
while only 21% considered
McAdams to be extreme.
With several weeks to go,
this race looked too close to
predict.

Even more interesting is
the Democrat Public Policy
Polling (PPP) study re-
leased August 29" which
includes the following:

“Miller leads Democratic
nominee Scott McAdams 47
-39.  McAdams benefits
from a more united party,
getting 81% of the Democ-
ratic vote to Miller’s 73% of
the Republicans. The candi-
dates split even with inde-
pendents at 42% of voters.”

“In a three way race with
Murkowski running as a
Libertarian, Miller would
still lead but with only 38%
to 34% for Murkowski and
22% for McAdams. The
folks who go for Mur-
kowski favor McAdams 47
-23 in a two way contest so

somewhat counter-
intuitively she would actu-
ally  hurt  Democratic

chances even through she’d
de facto make it a race with
two Republicans and a De-
mocrat.”

The PPP analysis ex-
plains the reason this way:

“Murkowski’s 50/43 ap-
proval spread still makes
her one of the more popular
senators in the country in
PPP’s polling but her 52%
support from Democrats is
actually better than her
47% with  Republicans,
speaking to the trouble she
had in Tuesday’s primary.”

A new Rasmussen poll on
September 19 seems to sup-
port PPP’s  prediction:
Whereas their August 31
poll shows Miller with only
a 6-point lead over
McAdams, the new poll
shows Miller with 42%,
McAdams with 25% and
Murkowski with 27% — in
what is now a 3-way race,
Miller leads McAdams by
17 points.

In their September 21
analysis Rasmussen Re-
ports concludes that the
race is leaning toward the
Republicans.  But they
hedge their opinion:

“Polling for write-in cam-

paigns is always challeng-
ing, so results should be
interpreted with caution.
For this survey, Rasmussen
Reports asked respondents
about a choice between
Miller and McAdams with-
out mentioning Murkowski.
That is the choice voters
will see when they enter the
voting booth. However,
when  response  options
were offered to survey re-
spondents,  Murkowski’s
name was mentioned.”

Weighing Risks

and Rewards

American voters are re-
coiling from the aggressive
liberal agenda of the Obama
administration. Strongly
conservative ‘“Tea Party”
candidates like Miller have
been elected over moderate
or liberal Republican candi-
dates in several races
around the country, demon-
strating a strong political
shift to the right.

When making the deci-
sion to run as a write-in
candidate, Murkowski and
her team need to weigh all
of the possible outcomes.
We see them like this:

eMurkowski could stay
out of the November race
and support Joe Miller.

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
She would be the loser —
for now—but that’s poli-
tics. Her political career
would not necessarily be
over. Miller would win or
lose the November elec-
tion on his own merits.
eMurkowski could run
as a write-in and be
elected.
eMurkowski could run
as a write-in and Miller
could win. If so, then un-
der the circumstances it
could be argued that she
probably helped Miller get
elected. If so, she might be
viewed as a team player by
the Republican party and
by her loyal voters — there-
fore she would be a viable
candidate in a future race.
eMurkowski could run
as a write-in and Democrat
Scott  McAdams could
win. Although this is the
least probable outcome,
conservative voters would
likely blame Murkowski’s
write-in campaign and she
could lose a large portion
of her supporters, possibly
ending her political career.
Polls are not hard facts —
they change daily. They can
be skewed for a number of
reasons, and some folks
consider them entirely un-
reliable. But given this total
set of circumstances, we
can see the logic in
Murkowski’s decision to
run as a write-in candidate.
Above all, however, Alas-
kans want to know that Sen.
Murkowski has correctly
analyzed the political land-

scape, and is not putting our
remaining Republican Sen-
ate seat at risk. The Novem-
ber 5" election is shaping
up to be a real nail-biter

with  long-term  conse-
quences for Alaska.
Sources:

Rasmussen Reports.
Alaska Survey of 500 Likely
Voters. 31 Aug. 2010.

http://www.rasmussenre-
ports.com/public_content/
politics/elections/elect-
ion_201/election_2010 sen
-ate_elections/alaska/
toplines/toplines_alaska_
senate_august_31 2010

Debnam, Dean. Miller
leads but Alaska Senate

looks competitive. Public
Policy Polling. 29 Aug.
2010. http://www.public

policypolling.com/pdf/
PPP_Release AK 829.pdf

Rasmussen Reports.
Alaska Survey of 500 Likely
Voters. 19 Sep. 2010. http://
WWWw.rasmussenreports.
com/_content/politics/
elections/election_2010/
election_2010_sen
ate_elections/alaskal/
toplines/toplines_alaska_
senate_september_19 2010

Rasmussen Reports. Elec-
tion 2010: Alaska Senate;
Alaska Senate: Miller (R)
Holds Double-Digit Lead
Over McAdams (D),
Murkow-ski. 21 Sep. 2010.
http://www.rasmussenre
ports.com/public_content/
politics/elections/
election_2010/elec-
tion_2010_senate_elections/
alaska/election_2010_
alaska_senate.
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FREE GARAGE SALE LEFT-
OVERS: 50 Piedad Rd, 1st
house on right going up
Piedad... Reeves house. Every-
thing on picnic table in yard is
yours to take! Lots of wood and
glass surfaces to paint or do art
projects on or with, large square
fluorescent lights with new
bulbs, prom dresses, lots of
miscellaneous... even the bath-
tub in the yard! The circular
white metal table is also a free-
bie! Please DO NOT TAKE the
tarps, rope or anything that isn’t
on the picnic table! 766-3996

Monday, Sept. 27. You can see
a proof of the photo in the down-
stairs gallery of the museum and
at the Haines Borough Public
Library. Approximate cost is $30

SERVICES

WANTED

PORTABLE DISHWASHER:
The kind you hook up to your
sink not the under cabinet kind!
Please call 766-3996.

HAINES CENTENNIAL PANO-
RAMIC PHOTO ORDERS:

If you want to order the Haines
Centennial panoramic photo call

PADDY’S REPAIR: Heating
Units & Service ~ 907-303-
7125. Gene Strong,
Owner/Technician

R & R SERVICES ~ KEVIN
REEVES: Professional cleaning
services for your home, busi-
ness or office. Weekly, bi-
weekly, monthly or one time
jobs available. Get your win-
dows done before the fall rains!
Many local references. $20/hr +
tax. (907) 766-3996

To place your classified ad here
and on our webpage at haines-
news.net call Kris at 766-3996 ,
Roger at 314-0843 or email edi-
tor@haines news.net.

SEE OUR LIST OF ONLINE
ADVERTISERS BELOW

If you'd like to advertise with us online or in print
email us at: editor@hainesnews.net or
call Kris at 766-3996 or Roger at 314-0843

Ask about ad rates for online or in print
with special rates for being in both!

33 Mile Roadhouse
(907) 767-5510
Oceanside RV Park
Canal Marine
(907) 766-2437
Chilkat River
Adventures

(907) 766-2050
Port Chilkoot
Bible Church

(907) 766-2629
Southeast Alaska

Backcountry
Adventures ~
SEABA

(877) 617-3418
Haines Saw Shop
(907) 766-2396
The Butler Did It
(907) 303-0046
Ms Lucy Taxi Service
(907) 303-8000
King’s Store
(907) 766-2336




