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by Gary Lidholm 

 Imagine a dozen or more people from 

all over the world speaking various lan-

guages and feeding snacks to the land-

owner’s dogs, who love the attention. 

This is the way Bud and Shirley Stew-

art, property owners at 17-½ Mile, 

Haines Highway, described the heli-

skiers who wait on their property for the 
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A SEABA helicopter from the deck of Bud 
 and Shirley Stewart’s home at 17-½ Mile.  

Comprehensive Plan Sets Course for Haines 

Helicopters Coming 

and Going 
A Landowner’s Perspective 

By Roger Maynard 

 ―We want Haines people to be excited 

about the upcoming survey regarding the 

comprehensive plan,‖ said Barbara 

Sheinberg at a Haines Planning Commission 

meeting last month. 

 A comprehensive plan is a blueprint for 

how the community wants to grow over the 

next 20 years and the path to get there. Spe-

cific action points are included, as well, and 

even identifying whose job it is. It’s meant to 

be used. It takes about one year to do an up-

date like this very well.  

 Much of the work on the comprehensive 

plan will be done by borough staff. However 

Sheinberg has been hired to guide and assist 

the planning commission through the project. 

 A scientific community survey is the first 

step in drafting a new comprehensive plan 

for the Haines Borough. During the March 

31 meeting Sheinberg assisted the Haines 

Borough Planning Commission members and 

members of the public with details of ques-

tions that should be asked in the survey. 

 The questions, as drafted, have been given 

to the McDowell Group, the firm that will be 

conducting the survey. The McDowell 

Group, a professional Research and Consult-

ing Firm in Juneau, is working with the ques-

tions submitted to ensure they are unbiased 

and give reliable information. The actual 

telephone survey is scheduled to begin on 

April 21 and should take several days to 

complete. The resulting answers are expected 

to provide an overview of the community’s 

attitudes and opinions about future develop-

ment, with an accuracy of about 5 percent. 

 ―We all receive those survey calls,‖ said 

Sheinberg, ―But this call is asking people their 

opinion about the future of their own commu-

nity.‖ She explained that this survey is one that 

folks should be willing to take time for — the 

survey should take less than 15 minutes to 

complete. 
(Continued on page 4) 



Page 2 Haines Alaska News — April 14, 2011 

By Roger Maynard 

 The Haines Borough Assem-

bly meeting on Tuesday, 

April 12th, 2011 was bliss-

fully short. Mayor Jan Hill 

and borough manager Mark 

Earnest were not present be-

cause they were in Washing-

ton D.C., meeting with our 

congressional delegation. In 

a phone call to borough clerk 

Julie Cozzi, the mayor said 

their talks have been "very 

worthwhile." They have had 

some excellent communica-

tion, and the borough re-

quests for funding are rea-

sonable and affordable. 

 Several items on the agenda 

were deferred for action until 

the next meeting on April 

26th. 

Public Hearings 

 Ordinance 11-02-255, 

amending the Port of Haines 

Terminal Tariff No. 3 to in-

crease demurrage, dockage, 

and wharfage rates and to 

allow for special use agree-

ments at the Port Chilkoot 

Dock lightering facility, was 

held over for a 4th hearing on 

the 26th due to a last-minute 

amendment and questions for 

the borough manager. 

 Ordinance 11-03-258, 

amending Haines Borough 

Code Section 2.84.160 to 

add director of public facili-

ties to the list of positions 

eligible to accrue executive 

leave in lieu of overtime 

compensation and to clarify 

the accrual start date, was 

adopted unanimously. 

 Ordinance 11-03-259, 

amending Haines Borough 

Code Title 18 changing re-

lief from the building separa-

tion requirement from a vari-

ance to a conditional use 

permit and requiring eleva-

tion drawings to be submit-

ted with land use permit ap-

plications, was advanced to a 

second hearing at the assem-

bly meeting on April 26th. 

Resolutions 
 Resolution 11-04-269, au-

thorizing the borough man-

ager to enter into a special 

docking and moorage ser-

vices agreement with 

Haines—Skagway Fast 

Ferry, LLC for the 2011 

summer tourist season, was 

postponed to next meeting 

because the Port of Haines 

tariff was not yet adopted 

and because assembly mem-

bers had questions for the 

borough manager. 

 Resolution 11-04-270, in 

support of establishing water 

infrastructure set-aside fund-

ing in the Army Corps of En-

gineers, Pacific Ocean Divi-

sion, Civil Works Program, 

was adopted unanimously. 

 The next borough assembly 

meeting will be on April 

26th at 6:30 p.m. at the Shel-

don Museum & Cultural 

Center. A committee of the 

whole will meet at 5:30, im-

mediately preceding the 

regular meeting, to discuss 

the borough budget. 
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By Roger Maynard 

 The Alaska Redistricting 

Board has adopted concep-

tual maps of State House 

Districts for every major re-

gion of Alaska in preparation 

for the April 14 deadline by 

which a draft plan or plans 

must be adopted. These re-

gional maps are listed on the 

Alaska Redistricting Board 

website and available for 

public download. 

 Board staff will now be-

gin the technical work of 

building those regional 

plans into a draft statewide 

plan that will be reviewed 

by the Board on Wednes-

day, April 13, and ulti-

mately adopted by the end 

of business Thursday, April 

14. Once the draft redis-

tricting plan or plans have 

been adopted, GIS files and 

other data will be posted on 

the Board’s web site. 

 The board will then have an 

additional 60 days to adopt a 

final plan. The upcoming 

hearing schedule is as fol-

lows: Anchorage – April 18, 

2-6 p.m. at the Anchorage 

Legislative Information Of-

fice; Fairbanks – April 19, 2-6 

p.m. at Fairbanks City Coun-

cil Chamber, 2nd floor, city 

hall, 800 Cushman St.; Jun-

eau – April 20, 1-5 p.m., State 

Capitol, Room 106. Addi-

tional meetings in other com-

munities may be added. 

Draft Redistricting Plan 
Preliminary map lumps Haines and Skagway in with Juneau North 

Haines Borough Assembly Notes 

Oceanside RV ParkOceanside RV ParkOceanside RV Park   

Canal Marine & Auto Canal Marine & Auto Canal Marine & Auto    
Keep your motors running!Keep your motors running!Keep your motors running!   

10 Front St ~76610 Front St ~76610 Front St ~766---2437~2437~2437~   
Mon Mon Mon ---Fri 10amFri 10amFri 10am---5pm 5pm 5pm    

THINK HAINES FIRST!THINK HAINES FIRST!THINK HAINES FIRST!   
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River Adventures 

SPRING SPECIAL  

Purchase NOW and use throughout the 2011 
season on space available basis. Take advan-

tage of this spring special for your friends  
& family. Purchases must be made prior to  

May 15 and used by end of 2011 season. 

$50 per person or 10 for $450 

Call 766-2050 to purchase 

Visa or Mastercard accepted. 

115 2nd Ave. ~ 766115 2nd Ave. ~ 766--3510 ~ 3510 ~   

View our photo gallery and see why Haines is Alaska’s best kept secret.View our photo gallery and see why Haines is Alaska’s best kept secret.   

 

 

 

#21 Ft Seward St.#21 Ft Seward St.#21 Ft Seward St.   

766766766---262926292629   
Sunday School 9:45 amSunday School 9:45 amSunday School 9:45 am   

Worship 11 amWorship 11 amWorship 11 am   

Call if you need a ride!Call if you need a ride!Call if you need a ride!   

next helicopter to take them 

to the alpine area for their 

downhill adventures. 

 The Stewarts are the own-

ers of acreage with a land-

ing strip at 17 ½ Mile used 

by both Southeast Alaska 

Backcountry Adventures 

(SEABA) and Alaska Heli-

Skiing as a heliport and fu-

eling area. Their property is 

one of three approved land-

ing sites under the bor-

ough’s heli-skiing ordi-

nance. The others are lo-

cated at the Haines Airport 

and at 33 Mile. 

 Shortly after building 

their home in 2002, the 

Stewarts were approached 

by the two heli-skiing op-

erators about use of the 

property as a heli-port.  

Since they had an airstrip 

for their own use and a 

clear approach off the high-

way with a departure path 

over the Chilkat River, it 

was an ideal spot. Although 

they have no financial in-

terest in the venture, Stew-

arts saw it as a good eco-

nomic stimulus for the 

community and a good way 

to support late winter-

spring business that is nor-

mally slack in the borough. 

 Besides enjoying min-

gling with the diverse group 

of skiers and videographers 

from all over the world, Bud 

and Shirley enjoy the offers 

of help they often receive. 

As an example, Bud re-

flected on one of his snow 

shoveling experiences. ―I 

was trying to get the snow 

off a flat portion of the roof 

over the deck when the 

chopper landed. Several 

people asked if they could 

help. I replied that I was 

doing OK but when I turned 

around, the pilot and skiers 

were there with snow shov-

els and made short work of 

it. They have also offered to 

help put up firewood and 

they go out of their way to 

keep the place clean,‖ Bud 

noted. ―They leave no 

trace.‖ 

 He also spoke to the noise 

issue, which he thinks is 

overplayed. ―From my sun 

room I watch them take off 

and land and there are no 

ripples in my coffee cup 

and the windows don’t rat-

tle,‖ he said. ―Sometimes I 

have to ask Shirley if the 

choppers have come back 

because I didn’t hear 

them.‖ 

 The Stewarts say they 

have enjoyed having the 

heli-skiers operate from 

their place and hope they 

can continue. They con-

sider them an asset to the 

community and those who 

contribute a lot to other 

businesses in town. 

COMING & GOING — 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

33 Mile Roadhouse33 Mile Roadhouse  

  

  

33 Mile Haines Highway33 Mile Haines Highway  

767767--55105510  
HOURS:HOURS:  

MonMon--  Sat 7amSat 7am--6pm 6pm   
Sun 8amSun 8am--6pm6pm  

Tues ClosedTues Closed  

Photo  courtesy of Bud Stewart  

Helicopters waiting and refueling at 17-½ Mile.   

Mon-Fri 10 am—5:30 pm, Sat 11 am—4 pm  
“A Brower’s Paradise” 

Fax, notary, office supplies, copies, office services, arts  
& crafts supplies,  passport photos, frames & mats,  

digital camera supplies, USGS marine charts,  
personalized gifts from your photos! 

King’s King’s King’s 

StoreStoreStore   

104 Main St. * (907) 766104 Main St. * (907) 766104 Main St. * (907) 766---2336 *2336 *2336 *   

Mile 0 Haines Hwy 

(907) 766-2009 

Breakfast/Lunch 

Sat 8am-12pm  

Sun 10am-2pm 

Dinner: Wed-Sun 5-9pm  

www.thealaskan1.comwww.thealaskan1.comwww.thealaskan1.com   
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By Kevin Reeves 

 Okay, so by some con-

voluted reasoning process, 

instigated by that backward 

political species inhabiting 

the Potomac’s erstwhile 

swampland, we get to hold 

onto ―our‖ cash just a little 

longer. I suppose we should 

be grateful for small favors. 

For, while we can’t legally 

spend what we owe Uncle 

Sam, we can still hold it in 

our hands, admire it, maybe 

cry over it a little before our 

final parting on April 18th. 

Because that’s when in-

come tax is due this year. 

 Seems like Abraham 

Lincoln’s 1862 Emancipa-

tion Act—a local precursor 

to the nationwide law that 

freed all southern slaves—

falls on Saturday, the 16th, 

one day after the traditional 

income tax deadline. So, 

since in the D.C. mindset 

every holiday must reflect 

the overarching benefi-

cence of our (ahem) repre-

sentatives, we little people 

are permitted an emotional 

weekend bonding with our 

dwindling bankrolls. Kinda 

makes you want to engage 

in a group hug, doesn’t it? 

 You know, it might 

make our cherubic Wash-

ington patrons look a bit 

less historically challenged 

if they’d follow suit today 

and free some more people. 

Say, folks like us who actu-

ally make the country 

work, by, ah…working for 

a living? Hmmm. Libera-

tion from a crushing tax 

burden, to coincide with an 

already established holiday 

recognizing the human dig-

nity of all men. 

 What a concept. But 

don’t expect it to go any 

farther than that. 

WHITE ENAMEL-COATED 
STEEL BATHTUB: Well-used 
but would work in a cabin that 
doesn’t have one! Or sink it into 
a yard for your water fowl or a 
flower bed. Or for scrap recy-
cling. Call 766-3996 or just stop 
by and pick it up in the side yard 
at #50 Piedad Rd. 

COLLEGE LITERATURE 
TEXTBOOK: “Responding to 
Literature” 5th Edition by Judith 
A. Stanford. Never used; wrong 
book sent! $43 (1/2 what I paid). 
Call 766-3996 

NEW IN BOX HP DESKJET 
5940 PRINTER: Came with a 
computer purchased but it’s not 
needed. Box never opened. $90 

Call 766-3996. 

HAND-CARVED WOOD BOW: 
Draw weight 35 lbs. Red oak 
long bow. Asking $35 Call  
Kevin at 766-3996. 

JOB OPENING: River Adven-
tures has an assistant lunch staff 
position open for the 2011 sum-
mer season. Pay rate DOE. Call 
766-2050, ask for Karen. Appli-
cations can be picked up at the 
Duck In Car Wash / River Adven-
tures office on Main St. across 
from Haines Hitch Up RV Park. 
 

 

NON-COMMERCIAL CLASSIFIED 
ADS ARE FREE. COMMERICAL ADS 
ARE CHARGED .20 PER WORD. 
CALL 766-3996 OR EMAIL advertis-
ing@hainesnews.net. SORRY, NO 
PERSONALS ADS ACCEPTED.  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS! 

FOR SALE 

We’re Free! Or Not… 

 Because there are a 

number of folks these 

days who have no land-

line telephone, but only a 

cell phone, and cell 

phones are not in the 

phone book, Sheinberg is 

giving those folks an op-

portunity to provide their 

cell phone numbers to be 

included in the pool of 

numbers that could be se-

lected to receive a phone 

call. These numbers will 

not be retained for any 

purpose after the survey is 

completed. 

COMPREHENSIVE 

PLAN— CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 1 

FREE 

HELP WANTED 

~ R & R SERVICES ~  
Professional cleaning 

services for your home, 
business or office. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one time 
jobs available. GOT 

WINDOWS? Want to 
see all that sunshine? 
Get them cleaned by 
calling Kevin! Many  

local references. $20/hr 
+ tax. (907) 766-3996 

Southeast Alaska Southeast Alaska Southeast Alaska    
Backcountry Backcountry Backcountry    
Adventures Adventures Adventures    

(SEABA)(SEABA)(SEABA)   

   

(877) 617(877) 617(877) 617---341834183418   
   

HeliHeliHeli---skiing at it’s BEST!skiing at it’s BEST!skiing at it’s BEST!   

Where is your Where is your 

ad in this ad in this 

FREE paper FREE paper 

read by read by   

Alaskans & Alaskans & 

tourists alike?tourists alike?  


